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The oil smuggling is far from new. For several years after the 2003 
U.S.-led invasion, it was one of the preferred ways for insurgents to 

fund their operations. As security improved, private individuals and 
political groups picked up on the lucrative practice. Analysts say 

that smuggling of oil has been going on in the Kurdish north since 
the early 1990s.  

http://wnyt.com/article/stories/S1649589.shtml?cat=653  
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